
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

   
  

 
 

 

 

 

 
     

 

ECF Paper 44/2013-14 
For Discussion 

Environment and Conservation Fund (ECF) 

Subsidy to Support Source Separation of Waste 


Purpose 

This paper seeks Members’ approval to continue the subsidies for the 
housing estates, commercial and industrial buildings for applying the Source 
Separation of Waste Programme (the SSW Programme) under the Waste Recovery 
Projects. 

Background 

2.  The ECF Committee endorsed an allocation of $5 million in August 2005 
to partially  support the provision of waste separation facilities on each floor of  
private housing estates wishing to participate in  the SSW Programme.  In August 
2008, the ECF Committee allocated an additional amount of $5 million to expand 
the scope of support to cover commercial and industrial buildings in addition to  
domestic buildings.   The level of funding support was reviewed in August 2006  
and October 2011, and increased from 25% and a ceiling of $800 per building  
floor to the current level of  50%  and a  ceiling of $1,000 per building floor.  In  
August 2007, August 2009 and October 2011, the ECF Committee extended the  
application period until 30 September 2009, 30 September 2011  and then to 30 
September 2013.  

3.  Up to end September 2013, some  1,971 housing estates/residential  
buildings  and  700  rural villages  (which house over  80% of  Hong Kong’s 
population), and 861 commercial and industrial buildings have signed up to join 
the SSW Programme.  At present, 114  housing estates have been granted with a  
total amount of  approximate $4.87  million for procurement  of their waste 
separation facilities at the floor level.    

4.   Under the SSW Programme, there was around $5  million remaining for 
application. As the application period had lapsed in 30  September 2013, 
consideration would need to be given on whether or not the application period  
should be extended.   

Continuing provision of ECF funding support to the SSW Programme 

5.  The ECF subsidy scheme has been very useful in encouraging housing 
estates / residential buildings to implement the SSW  Programme.  Overall, about  
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372 housing estates have installed floor-to-floor waste separation facilities. In 
parallel, the Environmental Campaign Committee (ECC) has been providing free 
waste separation bins to housing estates as well as commercial and industrial 
buildings for ground floor use, targeting to raise public awareness of waste 
separation at source through its “Promotional Programme on Source Separation of 
Waste”. So far, some 2,069 applications have been received for the 
newly-designed waste separation bins. 

6.   We  learn from our liaison with housing estates  /  residential buildings  /  
property management sectors that most of the interested parties have applied and 
implemented the SSW Programme.  There remained a few estates / buildings 
who would like to apply for subsidies under the SSW Progamme.   Although the 
demand for the SSW  Programme has reduced significantly, as the  SSW-related  
promotional programme has attracted a lot of public interest  in the past, 
applications are expected if the application  period for funding support of waste  
separation facilities at the floor level can also  be extended.   EPD will continue to 
liaise with housing estates  /  residential buildings / property  management sectors to 
enhance  their  participation of the SSW Programme.   

Advice Sought 

7.   In order to enable a better use of  our funding,  we propose to incorporate 
the SSW Programme into the  Waste Recovery  Projects such that applications can  
be handled in a  more collective  manner in future.  Members are invited to  
approve the proposal a nd the release of the allocation under the ECF.  

Waste Reduction & EcoPark Group 
Environmental Protection Department 
January 2014 
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